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Meet Toadling. On the day of 
her birth, she was stolen from 
her family by the fairies, but 
she grew up safe and loved in 
the warm waters of faerieland. 
Once an adult though, the fae 
ask a favor of Toadling: return 
to the human world and offer 
a blessing of protection to a 
newborn child. Simple, right?

But nothing with fairies is ever 
simple.

Centuries later, a knight 
approaches a towering wall 
of brambles, where the thorns 
are as thick as your arm and 
as sharp as swords. He’s heard 
there’s a curse here that needs 
breaking, but it’s a curse 
Toadling will do anything to 
uphold…

Defeated, crushed, and 
driven almost to extinction, 
the remnants of the human 
race are trapped on a planet 
that is constantly attacked by 
mysterious alien starfighters. 
Spensa, a teenage girl living 
among them, longs to be a 
pilot. When she discovers the 
wreckage of an ancient ship, 
she realizes this dream might 
be possible—assuming she 
can repair the ship, navigate 
flight school, and (perhaps 
most importantly) persuade 
the strange machine to help 
her. Because this ship, uniquely, 
appears to have a soul.

Robin, a Chinese orphan, 
has been raised by Professor 
Lovell to join Oxford University’s 
Royal Institute of Translation, 
commonly called Babel. The 
Institute plays a key part in 
the magical silver-working 
that has made Britain’s global 
empire-building machine a 
colonizing superpower. When 
war breaks out between Britain 
and China, Robin’s loyalties 
come into conflict, and he 
must choose between 
destroying Babel and trying 
to reform it.

Strange 
Saturdays
2025 - 2026

The Brighton District Library Strange 
Saturdays Book Group meets at 1pm the 

first Saturday of each month in the 
Brighton Room. The group is led by Library 

staff and does not require registration.
Copies of each title can be placed 
on hold through our shared catalog 

system at any time, and we’ll notify you 
when your book is ready to pick up. Many 
titles are also available through Hoopla or 

Libby as an ebook or eaudiobook.

Due to the New Year’s and Easter holidays, 
we will meet the second Saturday in 

January and April.

For more information, contact 
Jordan Sprunger at 810-229-6571.
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The only life Tress has known 
on her island home in an 
emerald-green ocean has been 
a simple one, with the simple 
pleasures of collecting cups 
brought by sailors from faraway 
lands and listening to stories told 
by her friend Charlie. But when 
his father takes him on a 
voyage to find a bride and 
disaster strikes, Tress must stow 
away on a ship and seek the 
Sorceress of the deadly Midnight 
Sea. Amid the spore oceans 
where pirates abound, can Tress 
leave her simple life behind and 
make her own place sailing a 
sea where a single drop of water 
can mean instant death?

Area X has been cut off from the 
rest of the world for decades. 
Nature has reclaimed the last 
vestiges of human civilization. 
The first expedition returned with 
reports of a pristine, Edenic 
landscape; the second 
expedition ended in mass 
suicide, the third in a hail of 
gunfire as its members turned on 
one another. The members of 
the eleventh expedition returned 
as shadows of their former selves, 
and within weeks, all had died of 
cancer. In Annihilation, we join 
the twelfth expedition. 

The group is made up of four 
women. Their mission is to 
map the terrain, record all 
observations of their surroundings 
and of one another, and, above 
all, avoid being contaminated 
by Area X itself.

In the holy city of Tova, the 
winter solstice is usually a time 
for celebration and renewal, 
but this year it coincides with 
a solar eclipse, a rare celestial 
event proscribed by the Sun 
Priest as an unbalancing of the 
world.

Meanwhile, a ship is set to 
arrive on the solstice. The 
captain of the ship is a 
disgraced Teek. Her ship carries 
one passenger. Described as 
harmless, the passenger is a 
young man, blind, scarred, 
and cloaked in destiny. But 
when a man is described as 
harmless, he usually ends up 
being a villain.

Six days ago, astronaut Mark 
Watney became one of the 
first people to walk on Mars.

Now, he’s sure he’ll be the first 
person to die there.

After a dust storm nearly 
kills him and forces his crew 
to evacuate while thinking 
him dead, Mark finds himself 
stranded and completely 
alone with no way to even 
signal Earth that he’s alive—
and even if he could get word 
out, his supplies would be gone 
long before a rescue could 
arrive.

But Mark isn’t ready to give 
up yet. Will his resourcefulness 
be enough to overcome the 
impossible odds against him?

It’s Dinios Kol’s first murder case 
as the junior assistant to the 
brilliant, irascible, and much 
senior investigator Ana 
Dolabra. Din has been 
magically engineered to 
retain every single detail of 
everything he sees and hears, 
which should be a boon in his 
work. But not when the victim 
is dead as the result of a tree 
growing out of his lungs. Ana 
uses Din’s observations to 
determine not just whodunnit 
but how this uniquely 
gruesome murder was 
accomplished. Her 
investigation, however, 
discomfits the rich and 
powerful even as the 
monstrous climate impedes 
the search and destroys 
the evidence.

During a routine survey mission 
on an uncolonized planet, Kira 
finds an alien relic. At first she’s 
delighted, but elation turns to 
terror when the ancient dust 
around her begins to move.

As war erupts among the 
stars, Kira is launched into a 
galaxy-spanning odyssey of 
discovery and transformation. 
First contact isn’t at all what 
she imagined, and events push 
her to the very limits of what it 
means to be human.

While Kira faces her own 
horrors, Earth and its colonies 
stand upon the brink of 
annihilation. Now, Kira might 
be humanity’s greatest and 
final hope . . .
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