
2020/2021 Books & Brews Titles 
 
The Books & Brews discussion group chose their titles every few months during 2020/2021, 

which is why we don’t have a formal brochure. Here are the book titles and authors. 

 
September 9, 2020 

Molokai by Alan Brennert 

This richly imagined novel, set in Hawai'i more than a century ago, is an extraordinary 

epic of a little-known time and place---and a deeply moving testament to the resiliency 

of the human spirit. 

 

Rachel Kalama, a spirited seven-year-old Hawaiian girl, dreams of visiting far-off lands 

like her father, a merchant seaman. Then one day a rose-colored mark appears on her 

skin, and those dreams are stolen from her. Taken from her home and family, Rachel is 

sent to Kalaupapa, the quarantined leprosy settlement on the island of Moloka'i. Here 

her life is supposed to end---but instead she discovers it is only just beginning. 

 

October 14, 2020 

Enslaved by Ducks by Bob Tarte 

When Bob Tarte and his wife Linda brought a rabbit into their rural Michigan home, they 

didn't anticipate how it might upset their tranquil lives. But even after the bunny chewed 

through their electrical wiring, their household menagerie kept growing. Soon, Bob 

found himself constructing cages, buying feed, clearing duck waste, and spoon-

feeding an assortment of furry and feathery residents. He unwittingly became a servant 

to a relentlessly demanding family.  

 

November 11, 2020 

Good Omens by Neil Gaiman and Terry Pratchett 

According to The Nice and Accurate Prophecies of Agnes Nutter, Witch (the world's only 

completely accurate book of prophecies, written in 1655, before she exploded), the 

world will end on a Saturday. Next Saturday, in fact. Just before dinner. 

 

So the armies of Good and Evil are amassing, Atlantis is rising, frogs are falling, tempers 

are flaring. Everything appears to be going according to Divine Plan. Except a 

somewhat fussy angel and a fast-living demon-both of whom have lived amongst Earth's 

mortals since The Beginning and have grown rather fond of the lifestyle-are not actually 

looking forward to the coming Rapture. 

 

And someone seems to have misplaced the Antichrist . . . 

 

December 9, 2020 

A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park 

A Long Walk to Water begins as two stories, told in alternating sections, about two 

eleven-year-olds in Sudan, a girl in 2008 and a boy in 1985. The girl, Nya, is fetching 

water from a pond that is two hours’ walk from her home: she makes two trips to the 

pond every day. The boy, Salva, becomes one of the “lost boys” of Sudan, refugees 

who cover the African continent on foot as they search for their families and for a safe 

place to stay. Enduring every hardship from loneliness to attack by armed rebels to 

contact with killer lions and crocodiles, Salva is a survivor, and his story goes on to 

intersect with Nya’s in an astonishing and moving way.  

 

 



January 13, 2020 

Whose Body: A Lord Peter Wimsey Mystery by Dorothy Sayers 

Dorothy L. Sayer’s first novel, Whose Body?, introduced the world to the aristocratic 

crime fighter Lord Peter Wimsey, who featured in fourteen subsequent novels and short 

stories. Athletic, scholarly, stylish and sharp, Lord Peter Wimsey became one of the most 

popular and beloved heroes of the genre. In Wimsey’s first case, he undertakes an 

investigation to discover the identity and the murderer of a man who is found in a 

bathtub wearing nothing but a pince-nez. An ingenious and intricate plot follows that 

essentially announced the advent of a new star in the firmament of detective story 

writing, and one of the first magnitude.  

 

 

 

February 10, 2021 

The Man in the High Castle by Philip K. Dick 

It’s America in 1962. Slavery is legal once again. The few Jews who still survive hide 

under assumed names. In San Francisco, the I Ching is as common as the Yellow Pages. 

All because some twenty years earlier the United States lost a war—and is now 

occupied by Nazi Germany and Japan. 

 

 

 

March 10, 2021 

The Bookwoman of Troublesome Creek by Kim Michele Richardson (2021 Livingston Reads) 

The hardscrabble folks of Troublesome Creek have to scrap for everything—everything 

except books, that is. Thanks to Roosevelt’s Kentucky Pack Horse Library Project, 

Troublesome’s got its very own traveling librarian, Cussy Mary Carter. 

 

Cussy’s not only a book woman, however, she’s also the last of her kind, her skin a 

shade of blue unlike most anyone else. Not everyone is keen on Cussy’s family or the 

Library Project, and a Blue is often blamed for any whiff of trouble. If Cussy wants to 

bring the joy of books to the hill folks, she’s going to have to confront prejudice as old as 

the Appalachias and suspicion as deep as the holler. 

 

April 14, 2021 

The Marsh King’s Daughter by Karen Dionne 

Helena Pelletier has a loving husband, two beautiful daughters, and a business that fills 

her days. But she also has a secret: she is the product of an abduction. Her mother was 

kidnapped as a teenager by her father and kept in a remote cabin in the marshlands 

of Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. Helena, born two years after the abduction, loved her 

home in nature, and despite her father’s sometimes brutal behavior, she loved him, 

too…until she learned precisely how savage he could be. 

 

 

 

May 12, 2021 

Sick Puppy by Carl Hiaasen 

Independently wealthy eco-terrorist Twilly Spree teaches a flagrant litterbug a lesson--

and leaves the offender's precious Range Rover swarming with hungry dung beetles. 

When he discovers the litterer is one of the most powerful political fixers in Florida, the 

real Hiaasen-style fun begins. 

 

 


