
Chains by Laurie Halse Anderson  

After being sold to a cruel couple in New York City, a slave named Isabel spies for the rebels 

during the Revolutionary War.  

Fever, 1793 by Laurie Halse Anderson 

In 1793 Philadelphia, sixteen-year-old Matilda Cook, separated from her sick mother, learns 

about perseverance and  

self-reliance when she is forced to cope with the horrors of a yellow fever epidemic. 

The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing by M.T. Anderson 

Various diaries, letters, and other manuscripts chronicle the experiences of Octavian, a 

young African American, from birth to age sixteen, as he is brought up as part of a science 

experiment in the years leading up to and during the Revolutionary War. 

Sophia’s War by Avi 

In 1776, after witnessing the execution of Nathan Hale in New York City, newly occupied by 

the British army, young Sophia Calderwood resolves to do all she can to help the American 

cause, including becoming a spy. 

The Fighting Ground by Avi 

Thirteen-year-old Jonathan goes off to fight in the Revolutionary War and discovers the real 

war is being fought within himself. 

The Year of the Hangman by Gary Blackwood 

In 1777, having been kidnapped and taken forcibly from England to the American colonies, 

fifteen-year-old Creighton  

becomes part of developments in the political unrest there that may spell defeat for the 

patriots and change the course of history. 

My Brother Sam is Dead by James Collier 

Recounts the tragedy that strikes the Meeker family during the Revolution when one son 

joins the rebel forces while the rest of the family tries to stay neutral in a Tory town. 

The Ransom of Mercy Carter by Caroline B. Cooney 

n 1704, in the English settlement of Deerfield, Massachusetts, eleven-year-old Mercy and 

her family and neighbors are captured by Mohawk Indians and their French allies, and 

forced to march through bitter cold to French Canada, where some adapt to new lives and 

some still hope to be ransomed.  
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Alex & Eliza by Melissa De La Cruz  

When Alex and Eliza meet one fateful night, so begins an epic love story that would forever 

change the course of American history. 

Hamilton and Peggy! By Laura Elliot 

A richly detailed historical novel inspired by the relationship between Alexander Hamilton 

and Peggy Schuyler, describing how the latter was challenged by the realities of war to  

distinguish herself from her remarkable sisters and make her own mark on history.  

Beyond the Burning Time by Kathryn Lasky 

When, in the winter of 1691, accusations of witchcraft surface in her small New England  

village, twelve-year-old Mary Chase fights to save her mother from execution  

Just Jane by William Lavender 

Fourteen-year-old Jane Prentice, orphaned daughter of an English earl, arrives in Charles-

ton, South Carolina, in 1776 to find her family and her loyalties divided over the question of 

American independence. 

Woods Runner by Gary Paulsen 

From his 1776 Pennsylvania homestead, thirteen-year-old Samuel, who is a highly-skilled 

woodsman, sets out toward New York City to rescue his parents from the band of British 

soldiers and Indians who kidnapped them after slaughtering most of their community.  

Witch Child by Cecelia Rees 

In 1659, fourteen-year-old Mary Newbury keeps a journal of her voyage from England to 

the New World and her experiences living as a witch in a community of Puritans near Salem, 

Massachusetts. 

The Witch of Blackbird Pond by Elizabeth George Speare 

In 1687 in Connecticut, Kit Tyler, feeling out of place in the Puritan household of her aunt, 

befriends an old woman considered a witch by the community and suddenly finds herself 

standing trial for witchcraft. 
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