
Teen Reads 
Historical Fiction 

Inventing Victoria by Tonya Bolden 

Essie, a young black woman in 1880s Savannah, is offered the opportunity 

to leave her shameful past and be transformed into an educated,  

high-society woman in Washington, D.C.  

The Silence of Bones by June Hur 

In Joseon Dynasty-era Korea, sixteen-year-old Seol, an indentured servant 

within the police bureau, becomes entangled in a politically-charged  

Investigation into the murder of a noblewoman.  

Code Talker by Joseph Bruchac 

After being taught in a boarding school run by whites that Navajo is a useless 

language, Ned Begay and other Navajo men are recruited by the Marines to 

become Code Talkers, sending messages during World War II in their native 

tongue. 

Prisoner of Night and Fog by Anne Blankman 

In 1930s Munich, the favorite niece of rising political leader Adolph Hitler is 

torn between duty and love after meeting a fearless and handsome young 

Jewish reporter.  

Voices : the final hours of Joan of Arc  by David Elliott 

Told through medieval poetic forms and in the voices of the people and objects 

in Joan of Arc’s life, (including her family and even the trees, clothes, cows, and 

candles of her childhood). Along the way it explores issues such as gender,  

misogyny, and the peril of speaking truth to power. Before Joan of Arc became a 

saint, she was a girl inspired. It is that girl we come to know in Voices.  
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Dreamland Burning by Jennifer Latham 

When Rowan finds a skeleton on her family's property, investigating the  

brutal, century-old murder leads to painful discoveries about the past.  

Alternating chapters tell the story of William, another teen grappling with the 

racial firestorm leading up to the 1921 Tulsa race riot, providing some clues to 

Butterfly Yellow by Thanhhà Lai  

A Vietnam War refugee in Texas partners with a city boy with rodeo dreams to 

track down the younger brother she was separated from six years before when 

he was evacuated by American troops during the waning days of the Vietnam 

War.  

The Downstairs Girl by Stacey Lee 

1890, Atlanta. By day, seventeen-year-old Jo Kuan works as a lady's maid for 

the cruel Caroline Payne, the daughter of one of the wealthiest men in Atlanta. 

But by night, Jo moonlights as the pseudonymous author of a newspaper ad-

vice column for 'the genteel Southern lady. 

Bloody Jack by L.A. Meyer  

Reduced to begging and thievery in the streets of London, a thirteen-year-old 

orphan disguises herself as a boy and connives her way onto a British warship 

set for high sea adventure in search of pirates  

The Fountains of Silence by Ruta Sepetys 

At the Castellana Hilton in 1957 Madrid, eighteen-year-old Daniel Matheson 

connects with Ana Moreno through photography and fate as Daniel discovers 

the incredibly dark side of the city under Generalissimo Franco's rule.  

The Cure for Dreaming by Cat Winters 

In Portland, Oregon, in 1900, seventeen-year-old Olivia Mead, a suffragist, is 

hypnotized by the intriguing young Henri Reverie, who is paid by her father 

to make her more docile and womanly but who, instead, gives her the ability 

to see people's true natures, while she secretly continues fighting for  

women's rights.  
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