
If you like Alan Gratz books try… 

Code Talker : a novel about the Navajo Marines of WWII by Joseph Bruchac 

After being taught in a boarding school run by whites that Navajo is a useless  

language, Ned Begay and other Navajo men are recruited by the Marines to  

become Code Talkers, sending messages during World War II in their native tongue. 

Grade 5-8. 

A land of permanent goodbyes by Atia Abawi 

After their home in Syria is bombed, Tareq, his father, and his younger sister seek 

refuge, first with extended family in Raqqa, a stronghold for the militant group, 

Daesh, and then abroad. Grade 7 and up. 

The Night Diary by Veera Hiranandani 

Shy twelve-year-old Nisha, forced to flee her home with her Hindu family during 

the 1947 partition of India, tries to find her voice and make sense of the world 

falling apart around her by writing to her deceased Muslim mother in the pages 

of her diary. Grade 5-8. 

The truth as told by Mason Buttle by Leslie Connor 

Mason Buttle is the biggest, sweatiest kid in his grade, and everyone knows he 

can barely read or write. Mason’s learning disabilities are compounded by grief. 

Fifteen months ago, Mason’s best friend, Benny Kilmartin, turned up dead in the 

Buttle family’s orchard. An investigation drags on, and Mason, honest as the day 

is long, can’t understand why Lieutenant Baird won’t believe the story Mason has 

told about that day. Both Mason and his new friend, tiny Calvin Chumsky, are re-

lentlessly bullied by the other boys in their neighborhood, so they create an un-

derground club space for themselves. When Calvin goes missing, Mason finds 

himself in trouble again. He’s desperate to figure out what happened to Calvin, 

and eventually, Benny. But will anyone believe him? Grade 5-7. 

The War That Saved My Life by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley 

A young disabled girl and her brother are evacuated from London to the English 

countryside during World War II, where they find life to be much sweeter away 

from their abusive mother. Grade 4-6. 
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The extra by Kathryn Lasky 

Is the chance to serve as an extra for Hitler's favorite filmmaker a chance at life -- or a 

detour on the path to inevitable extermination? In this chilling but ultimately  

uplifting novel, Kathryn Lasky imagines the lives of the Gypsies who worked as extras 

for the real Nazi filmmaker Leni Riefenstahl, giving readers a story of survival unlike 

any other. Age 12 and up. 

Resistance by Jennifer A. Nielsen 

In 1942 sixteen-year-old Chaya Lindner is a Jewish girl living in Nazi-occupied  

Poland, a courier who smuggles food and documents to the isolated Jewish ghettos in 

southern Poland, depending on her forged papers and "Aryan" features--but when a 

mission goes wrong and many of her colleagues are arrested she finds herself on a 

journey to Warsaw, where an uprising is in the works. Age 8-12. 

Shadow on the mountain by Margi Preus 

In Nazi-occupied Norway, fourteen-year-old Espen joins the resistance movement,  

graduating from deliverer of illegal newspapers to courier and spy. Grade 6-9. 

Hunt for the bamboo rat by Graham Salisbury 

Zenji Watanabe, seventeen, is sent from Hawaii to the Philippines to spy on the 

Japanese during World War II and, after he is captured and tortured, must find a 

way to survive months of being lost in the jungle behind enemy lines.  

Grade 5 and up. 

The great trouble: a mystery of London, the blue death, and a boy called Eel by 

Deborah Hopkinson 

Eel, an orphan, and his best friend Florrie must help Dr. John Snow prove that 

cholera is spread through water, and not poisonous air, when an epidemic sweeps 

across their London neighborhood in 1854. Grade 5-8. 

Lifeboat12 by Susan Hood 

In 1940, a group of British children, their escorts, and some sailors struggle to  

survive in a lifeboat when the ship taking them to safety in Canada is torpedoed.  

Grade 5-8. 
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