
The Brighton District Library  

Brunch Bunch Book Group meets at  

11:30am the second Tuesday of each  

month between October and August. 

(We do not meet in September.) 

 

The group is led by library staff,  

welcomes everyone, and does not  

require registration for its meetings.  

Brunch foods, juice, and hot beverages 

will be provided during this discussion.  

 

Copies of each title can be placed on 

hold through our shared catalog  

system at any time, and we’ll notify 

you when your book is ready to be 

picked up.   

 

For more information, contact  

Jennifer Osborne or Sarah Neidert 

at 810-229-6571. 

Dellarobia Turnbow is a restless 

farm wife who gave up her own 

plans when she accidentally 

became pregnant at  

seventeen. Now, after a  

decade of domestic  

disharmony, she has settled for 

permanent disappointment. As 

she hikes up a mountain road 

behind her house, she  

encounters a shocking sight: a 

silent, forested valley filled with 

what looks like a lake of fire. She 

can only understand it as a  

cautionary miracle, but it sparks 

a raft of other explanations 

from scientists, religious leaders, 

and the media. As the  

community lines up to judge 

the woman and her miracle, 

Dellarobia confronts her family, 

her church, her town, and a 

larger world. 

Flight  

Behavior 

by 

Barbara 

Kingsolver 

April 8 
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Wendover’s top-flight real-

estate agent, Hildy Good, was 

always the life of the party. She 

can drink everyone under the 

table; which forces her family to 

stage an intervention that lands 

her in rehab. Alas, the  

treatment doesn’t take. Once 

out, Hildy drinks alone and in 

secret, until newcomer  

Rebecca McAllister comes to 

town. A kindred spirit burdened 

by an unhappy marriage,  

Rebecca shares her wine and 

her secrets about her affair with 

local psychologist Peter  

Newbold, insidiously pulling 

Hildy into her Fatal Attraction–

like obsession. As Hildy recoils 

from Rebecca’s delusional  

fantasies, her drinking escalates 

to dangerous levels.  

The Good 

House 

by 

Ann Leary 

May 13 



In the spring of 2002, a perfect 

storm hits Boston: Trusted priests 

are accused of the worst  

possible betrayal.   

 

Estranged from her family, Sheila 

McGann returns home when her 

older brother, Art, a  

popular pastor, finds himself at 

the center of the maelstrom. Her 

strict mother is in a state of  

angry denial. Sheila’s younger 

brother, Mike, has convicted his 

brother in his heart. But most  

disturbing of all is Art himself, 

who dodges Sheila’s questions 

and refuses to defend himself.  

As secrets begin to surface, Faith 

explores the corrosive  

consequences of one family’s 

history of silence—and the  

resilience it finds through  

forgiveness. 

Faith 

by 

Jennifer 

Haigh 

October 8 

Gretchen Rubin had an  

epiphany one rainy afternoon 

in the unlikeliest of places: a city 

bus. "The days are long, but the 

years are short," she realized. 

"Time is passing, and I'm not  

focusing enough on the things 

that really matter." In that  

moment, she decided to  

dedicate a year to her  

happiness project. 

 

In this lively and compelling  

account of that year, Rubin 

carves out her place alongside 

the authors of bestselling  

memoirs such as Julie and Julia, 

The Year of Living Biblically, and 

Eat, Pray, Love. With humor and 

insight, she chronicles her  

adventures during the twelve 

months she spent test-driving 

the wisdom of the ages. 

The Happiness 

Project 

by 

Gretchen  

Ruben 

November 12 

Ella Minnow Pea is a girl living 

happily on the fictional island of 

Nollop off the coast of South 

Carolina. Nollop was named 

after Nevin Nollop, author of the 

immortal pangram, “The quick 

brown fox jumps over the lazy 

dog.” Now Ella finds herself  

acting to save her friends,  

family, and fellow citizens from 

the encroaching totalitarianism 

of the island’s Council, which 

has banned the use of certain 

letters of the alphabet as they 

fall from a memorial statue of 

Nevin Nollop. As the letters  

progressively drop from the 

statue they also disappear from 

the novel. The result is both a 

hilarious and moving story of 

one girl’s fight for freedom of 

expression, as well as a linguistic 

tour de force sure to delight 

word lovers everywhere.  

Ella Minnow 

Pea 

by 

Mark Dunn 

December 10 

State of 

Wonder 

by 

Ann Patchett 

January 14 

On a seemingly ordinary  

Saturday in a California suburb,  

11-year-old Julia and her family 

awake to discover that the  

rotation of the earth has  

suddenly begun to slow. The 

days and nights grow longer 

and longer, gravity is affected, 

the environment is thrown into 

disarray. Yet as she struggles to 

navigate an ever-shifting  

landscape, Julia is also coping 

with the normal disasters of  

everyday life—the fissures in her  

parents’ marriage, the loss of 

old friends, the hopeful anguish 

of first love, the bizarre  

behavior of her grandfather 

who, convinced of a  

government conspiracy, spends 

his days obsessively cataloging 

his possessions. As Julia adjusts 

to the new normal, the slowing 

inexorably continues.  

The Age of 

Miracles  

by 

Karen 

Thompson 

Walker 

February 11 

James A. Garfield was one of 

the most extraordinary men 

ever elected president. Born 

into abject poverty, he rose to 

become a wunderkind scholar, 

a Civil War hero, and a  

renowned and admired  

reformist congressman.  

Nominated for president 

against his will, he engaged in 

a fierce battle with the corrupt 

political establishment. But four 

months after his inauguration,  

a deranged office seeker 

tracked Garfield down and 

shot him in the back.  

 

But the shot didn’t kill Garfield. 

The drama of what happened 

subsequently is a powerful story 

of a nation in turmoil.  

Destiny 

of the  

Republic 

by 

Candice 

Millard 

March 11 

As Dr. Marina Singh embarks 

upon an uncertain odyssey into 

the insect-infested Amazon, 

she will be forced to surrender 

herself to the lush but  

forbidding world that awaits 

within the jungle. Charged with 

finding her former mentor Dr. 

Annick Swenson, a researcher 

who has disappeared while 

working on a valuable new 

drug, she will have to confront 

her own memories of tragedy 

and sacrifice as she journeys 

into the unforgiving heart of 

darkness. Stirring and luminous, 

State of Wonder is a world unto 

itself, where unlikely beauty 

stands beside unimaginable 

loss beneath the rain forest's 

jeweled canopy. 


