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Bennie is an aging former punk rocker
and record executive. Sasha is the

Book Discussion Group meets at

passionate, troubled young woman he

7:00pm the third Monday of each

employs. Here Jennifer Egan brilliantly

month between September and May.

BRIGHTON DISTRICT LIBRARY
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reveals their pasts, along with the inner
lives of a host of other characters

(It does not meet in December. )

whose paths intersect with theirs. With

A Visit from the

The group is led by library staff,

music pulsing on every page, A Visit

Goon Squad

from the Goon Squad is a startling,

welcomes everyone, and does not

by

exhilarating novel of self-destruction

require registration for its meetings.

Jennifer Egan

and redemption.
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The library purchases extra copies
of the discussion titles (available

In a quirky farmhouse outside Boston,

at the Checkout Desk) and

seventy-year-old Percy Darling enjoys a

additional copies can be obtained

vigorous but mostly solitary life—until,
in a complex scheme to help his oldest

through the catalog system.

daughter through a crisis, he allows a
progressive preschool to move into his

For more information, contact
Jennifer Osborne or Ed Rutkowski
at 810-229-6571.

barn. The abrupt transformation of

The Widower’s
Tale

Percy’s rural refuge into a lively,
youthful community compels him to

by

reexamine the choices he’s made since

Julia Glass

his wife’s death, three decades ago, in

May 21

a senseless accident that haunts him

FALL 2011 TO SPRING 2012

still. No longer can he remain aloof
from his neighbors, his two grown
daughters, or, to his shock, the
precarious joy of falling in love.
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My Name is

Daniel has spent centuries falling in

Stiff is an oddly compelling, often

The Uses of Enchantment weaves a

love with the same girl. Life after life,

hilarious exploration of the strange lives

spell in which the power of a young

crossing continents and dynasties, he

of our bodies postmortem. For two

woman's sexuality, and her desire to

and Sophia (despite her changing name

thousand years, cadavers—some

wield it, has a devastating effect on all

and form) have been drawn together

willingly, some unwittingly—have been

involved. The riveting cat-and-mouse

and he remembers it all. For all the

involved in science's boldest strides and

power games between doctor and

times that he and Sophia have been

weirdest undertakings. They've ridden

patient, and between abductor and

connected throughout history, they have
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Memory

also been torn painfully, fatally, apart.
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But just when Sophia (now "Lucy" in

Mary Roach

Ann Brashares

the present) finally awakens to the
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September 19

secret of their shared past, the

the NASA Space Shuttle, been crucified

The Uses of

abductee, are gradually, dreamily

in a Parisian laboratory to test the

Enchantment

revealed, along with the truth about

authenticity of the Shroud of Turin, and

by

helped solve the mystery of TWA Flight

Heidi Julavits

800. For every new surgical procedure,
cadavers have been there alongside

mysterious force that has always

February 20

surgeons, making history in their quiet

separated them reappears. Ultimately,

way.

they must come to understand what

In the ruins of a place once known as

stands in the way of their love if they

North America lies the nation of

are ever to spend a lifetime together.

Panem, a shining Capitol surrounded by

To five-year-old-Jack, Room is the world.

twelve outlying districts. The Capitol is

. . . It's where he was born, it's where

safely in the wardrobe, where he is

doesn't shine and the SEC doesn't dare,

meant to sleep when Old Nick visits.

or bother, to tread: the bond and real

from the misery of lower- and

The Big Short

middle-class Americans who can't pay

Room

Room is home to Jack, but to Ma it's
the prison where she has been held for

Michael Lewis

understood what was or might be

January 16

twelve and eighteen to participate in

Games

the annual Hunger Games, a fight to

by

the death on live TV.

her son, she has created a life for him

Collins

lives alone with her mother and

in this eleven-by-eleven-foot space. But

March 19

Emma
Donoghue

The Hunger

Sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen, who

seven years. Through her fierce love for

their debts. The smart people who

boy and one girl between the ages of

Suzanne

by

by

October 17

in line by forcing them all to send one

and learn. At night, his Ma shuts him

bizarre feeder markets where the sun

invent impenetrable securities to profit

harsh and cruel and keeps the districts

he and his Ma eat and sleep and play

The real story of the crash began in

estate derivative markets where geeks

what actually happened in 1985.

with Jack's curiosity building alongside

happening were paralyzed by hope and

her own desperation, she knows that

fear; in any case, they weren't talking.

Room cannot contain either much
longer.
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younger sister, regards it as a death
sentence when she steps forward to
take her sister's place in the Games.
But Katniss has been close to dead
before—and survival, for her, is second
nature.

