Biographies & Memoirs for Teens
Popular: Vintage Wisdom for a Modern Geek by Maya Van Wagenen
921 Van Wagenen
A touchingly honest, candidly hysterical memoir from breakout teen author Maya Van Wagenen Stuck at the boom of

the social ladder at "prey much the lowest level of people at school who aren't paid to be here," Maya Van Wagenen
decided to begin a unique social experiment: spend the school year following a 1950s popularity guide, wrien by
former teen model Bey Cornell. Can curlers, girdles, Vaseline, and a strand of pearls help Maya on her quest to be
popular? The real-life results are painful, funny, and include a wonderful and unexpected surprise-mee.ng and

Soul Surfer: A true story of faith, family, and ﬁghng to get back on the board by Bethany Hamilton
921 Hamilton
Bethany Hamilton, a teenage surfer lost her arm in a shark aack oﬀ the coast of Kauai, Hawaii. Not even the
loss of her arm keeps her from returning to surﬁng, the sport she loves.

Enchanted Air: Two Cultures, Two Wings by Magarita Engle
921 Engle (New)
Margarita is a girl from two worlds. Her heart lies in Cuba, her mother's tropical island country, a place so lush
with vibrant life that it seems like a fairy tale kingdom. But most of the .me she lives in Los Angeles, lonely in
the noisy city and dreaming of the summers when she can take a plane through the enchanted air to her beloved island. Words and images are her constant companions, friendly and comfor.ng when the children at
school are not.
Then a revolu.on breaks out in Cuba. Margarita fears for her far-away family. When the hos.lity between
Cuba and the United States erupts at the Bay of Pigs Invasion, Margarita's worlds collide in the worst way

Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson
YA 921 Woodson
The author shares her childhood memories and reveals the ﬁrst sparks that ignited her wri.ng career in
free-verse poems about growing up in the North and South.

Friday Night Lights: A town, a team, a dream by Buzz Bissinger
YA 796.332 BISSINGER
Odessa is not known to be a town big on dreams, but the Panthers help keep the hopes and dreams of this
small, dusty town going. Socially and racially divided, its fragile economy follows the treacherous boom-bust
path of the oil business. In bad .mes, the unemployment rate barrels out of control; in good .mes, its murder
rate skyrockets. But every Fridaynight from September to December, when the Permian High School Panthers
play football, this West Texas town becomes a place where dreams can come true. With frankness and
compassion, H. G. Bissinger chronicles a season in the life of Odessa and shows how single-minded devo.on
to the team shapes the community and inspires--and some.mes shaers--the teenagers who wear the
Panthers' uniforms.

This Star Won’t Go Out: The Life and Words of Esther Grace Earl
YA 921 Earl
A collec.on of the journals, ﬁc.on, leers, and sketches of the late Esther Grace Earl, who passed away in
2010 at the age of 16. Photographs and essays by family and friends will help to tell Esther's story along
with an introduc.on by award-winning author John Green who dedicated his #1 bestselling novel The
Fault in Our Stars to her. .

I Am Malala by Malala Yousafzai
YA 921 Yousafzai
The Taliban took control of the Swat Valley, one girl spoke out. Malala Yousafzai refused to be silenced
and fought for her right to an educa.on. On Tuesday October 9, 2012, she almost paid the ul.mate price.

Maus: A Survivors Tale by Art Spiegelman
940.53 SPIEGELMAN
A story of a Jewish survivor of Hitler's Europe and his son, a cartoonist who tries to come to terms with
his father's story and history itself. This memoir is told through a graphic novel format, where the Jewish
are depicted as mice and the Nazi’s as cats.

Please Don’t Kill the Freshmen by Zoe Trope
YA 921 Trope
A memoir of the then-ﬁGeen-year-old author's high school experience to that point, in which diary
entries reﬂect her struggles, angst, and rebellion

When I Was a Soldier by Valerie Zena6
YA 921 Zena6
Like all young Israelis, Valérie ZenaK enlisted in the na.onal defense service on her 18th birthday,
where for the next two years she endured rigorous training and harsh living condi.ons, ul.mately par.cipa.ng in top-secret missions with the secret service.

A Long Way Gobe: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier by Ishmael Beah
921 Beah
This is how wars are fought now: by children, hopped-up on drugs and wielding AK-47s. Children
have become soldiers of choice. In the more than ﬁGy conﬂicts going on worldwide, it is es.mated
that there are some 300,000 child soldiers. Child soldiers have been proﬁled by journalists, and
novelists have struggled to imagine their lives. But un.l now, there has not been a ﬁrst-person
account from someone who came through this hell and survived. Ishmael Beah, now 25 years old,
tells how at the age of twelve, he ﬂed aacking rebels and wandered a land rendered unrecognizable
by violence. By thirteen, he'd been picked up by the government army, and Beah, at heart a gentle
boy, found that he was capable of truly terrible acts.

The Reading Promise by Alice Ozma
028.9 Ozma
When Alice Ozma was in 4th grade, she and her father decided to see if he could read aloud to her for 100
consecu.ve nights. On the hundreth night, they shared pancakes to celebrate, but it soon became evident
that neither wanted to let go of their storytelling ritual. So they decided to con.nue what they called
"The Streak." Alice's father read aloud to her every night without fail un.l the day she leG for college.
Alice approaches her book as a series of vignees about her rela.onship with her father and the life
lessons learned from the books he read to her.

To Timbuktu: nine countries, two people, one true story by Casey Scieska and Steven Weinberg
YA 910.409 SCIESZKA
Casey and Steven met in Morocco, moved to China then went all the way to Timbuktu. This illustrated
travel memoir tells the story of their ﬁrst two years out of college spent teaching English, making friends
across language barriers, researching, pain.ng, and learning to be themselves wherever they are.

Elena Vanishing by Elena & Clare S. Dunkle
YA 921 Dunkle
Seventeen-year-old Elena is vanishing. Every day means renewed determina.on, so every day means
fewer calories. This is the story of a girl whose armor against anxiety becomes ar.llery against herself
as she bales on both sides of a lose-lose war in a struggle with anorexia

The Boy in the Wooden Box by Leon Leyson
YA 921 Leyson
The biography of Leon Leyson, the only memoir published by a former Schindler's List child.

